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Shopping online?  Raise funds for 
FFGC for garden clubs throughout 
the state.  Use the link to Amazon 
from the Florida Federation of Gar-
den Clubsô website, 
www.ffgc.wildapricot.org. 

The mission of the 
Tampa Garden Club 

is to build  
relationships through 
education, beautifica-
tion, and preservation 
of our community. 

2016-18 Executive Officers 
 
President: Sherry Leffers, Rose 
2nd VP: Missy Weiner, Rose 
3rd VP:  Paula Meckley, Amaryllis 
R. Secy: Nootchie Smith, Founders 
C. Secy: Casie Holloway, Moonlight 
Treasurer: Ada Pyles, Old Fashioned 

T he way things have been humming around the Tampa Garden Club since January 1, you would think we were the bees, but the 
honey produced is from fund-raisers and flower 
shows.  I want to cover both shortly in this arti-
cle.  Spring is definitely here!   
 January is always a busy month of Gas-
parilla events.  Thanks to Maria Johnson and 
Linda Day for coordinating this yearôs Beer Tent 
and to all the potty pass helpers.  This has been a 
fundraiser for us for several years, and we can 
only hope to have the opportunity to do this 
again. 
 Thanks to Ideal Design Events, Inc., 
the annual February fundraiser (For the Love of 
a Garden) was able to make a sizable profit.  
With the óOver the Rainbowô theme, one was met at the door by Dorothy and Toto (AKA 
Mary Jo Shenkôs granddaughter Sydney with my dog).  The yellow brick road took one into 
the silent auction, made fabulous looking by the many generous donations and our fabulous 
set-up team of Lynne Billing, Elizabeth Kurz, Teri Willis, Anne DePury 
and add a special thank you to Cheryl Isele for helping in many areas. In the ballroom with 
the Wicked Witch, monkeys, and a tornado, many enjoyed the photo booth which provided 
an opportunity to get into character with lots of props.  Others danced to the DJ or dined on 
the Kansas-style brisket and corn fritters.  My thanks goes especially to the many patrons 
and volunteers who make this fund-raiser successful.   
 Mark your calendars for February 23, 2018 when we will celebrate Tampa Garden 
Clubôs 90th birthday. 
 We had our first full flower show in several years (Paradise Found), using all our 
interior space.  How Pam Slagg, Kathy Echevarria, and Kitty Wallace put this together an-
nually is beyond me.  Thanks to the Floral Design classes, new interest, perspectives, and 
energetic volunteers have developed from the attendees as well as from new members of our 
Circles.  At one time this competition was a hallmark of federated clubs, but fewer of our 
members take time to learn and truly enjoy the art of floral design, although I know a great 
many appreciate it.  The number wiling to become judges is an even smaller number, but 
one member is headed that way and we encourage others.  I hope you all were able to at 
least see the competition and will consider entering yourself in design or horticulture next 
year.  This year some of the arrangements for our foyer (shared by all the Circles) have been 
amazing and show that interest/talent in floral design.   
 In conjunction with the flower show this year, Rose Circle had its annual south 
Tampa garden tour, Earthly Paradise (celebrating its 25th year in honor of the creator Bever-
ly Rogers).  It is our hope that this timing works well for both the flower show and the gar-
den tour to bring in community interest.   
 We are 400 strong and interest in joining the Tampa Federation grows.  Take time 
to meet other members at our combined meetings and events; there are many new faces.  
Our strength and survival going forward depends on sharing information both ways, good 
communication informing and listening,  and jointly working on TGCôs large projects.   
There are many volunteer opportunities to meet members of other circles, such as our fund-
raisers, the flower show, Kids in the Garden youth camp, TGC grounds care-taking and 
various Federation committees.  I am so grateful for all you do and for the ways you contin-
ue to show your support.   
 Donôt miss reading about our summer camp (Kids In the Garden) and the FFGC 
camp Wekiva in the next edition.  
      
     TGC President 
     Member of Rose Circle  

MEMBERSHIP ALERT: If you have 
not been receiving your Florida Gar-
dener, the FFGC magazine, sent quar-
terly to all members, please go to 
www.ffgc.wildapricot.org and make 
sure your profile information is accu-
rate.  All new members must set up 
their initial profile on the website to be 
officially listed as members. We are a 
part of District VIII. 
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T he Tampa Garden Club was again awarded the opportunity to sell beer during the Gasparil-la Parade.  The weather was fantastic this year which bode well for a very profitable day of 
fun, comradery and work for over 60 volunteers.  While the chairmen Linda Day and Maria 
Johnson, both of Rose Circle, worked many hours up to and after the event, most of our volun-
teers can call it a ñDone in a Dayò volunteer job.  We will know by the end of August, 2017, if 
we are fortunate enough to be among less than 10 
charities granted the ability to sell beer at the 2018 
Gasparilla Parade of Pirates.  Watch this space be-
cause youôll certainly want to be a part of our vol-
unteer crew if TGC will be selling again!  
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C haired by our President, Sherry Leffers, Tampa Garden Clubôs annual fundraiser proved to 
be a great success! Much of the cost of this yearôs event was under-

written by Ideal Design Events, a party planning company whose clients 
often use our facility.  The theme of ñOver the Rainbowò was chosen by 
Ideal Design as was all of the d®cor for the evening.  The silent auction 
items were fantastic and that made a big difference to the bottom line of 
the evening. 



 

    Spring 2017 Edition      Page 4  

 


